PASTORAL CARE IN THE CELLS
INTRODUCTION  
The quality of pastoral care that is only possible through the cell groups is one of the biggest appeals of cell church.

1. Cell church is a church which is organized in cells   
2. Where every member has the possibility to give and receive in-depth pastoral care

This is based on the most fundamental elements in the church of Jesus Christ

1. The Lordship of Jesus – the whole of life coming under his authority and blessing 
2. Love to God and one another – the whole of the church together actively engaged in Christian life and living

THE PASTORAL HEART OF GOD
1. God is a Shepherd
Psalms 80:1

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,

You who lead Joseph like a flock;

You who dwell between the cherubim, shine forth! 

2. Jesus is the Good Shepherd

John 10:11

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. 

3. Jesus, entrusts shepherdly, pastoral care to his delegated leaders

1 Peter 5:1-4

The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed: 2 Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; 3 nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; 4 and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away. 

THE PASTORAL MINISTRY IN THE CHURCH

1. The Pastor-teacher ministry of Ephesians 4:11 = the role of an enabler and equipper
2. The true work of pastoring (and every other aspect of the ministry of Jesus) is done by the “saints”, God’s people – Ephesians 4:12.

3. The leaders are “servant-equippers” and the members are “servant-workers”

4. The traditional idea of the Pastor leading the church is a false and unbiblical model, with grave and negative consequences

· One person (even with a team) cannot effectively pastor a large congregation, therefore the flock remains unpastored

· The members are robbed of their role in the ministry of Christ

· Church becomes focused on Sunday services and life outside these becomes “hit and miss”.

PASTORAL CARE IN SMALL GROUPS

Hebrews 10:24-25

And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching. 

1. Consider one another – Love is the motive
2. Stir up love and good works – Love is the purpose
3. Encourage/exhort one another – Growing in Christ
THE ROLE OF THE CELL LEADER

The cell leader is the facilitator/equipper of the whole cell group
1. Release the cell members to care for one another

2. Work in groups of 3 

a. The leader must have a group of 3

b. Build groups of 3 for all the cell members

3. Draw on the resources of the whole church 

a. Primary leaders

b. Macro cell groupings

c. Net leaders

EFFECTIVE PASTORAL CARE IN THE CELLS
1. Teaching – all Christian living is based on the truth of Jesus Christ and his Word
1 John 1:4

And these things we write to you that our joy may be full. 

3 John 4

I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth. 
2. Life-style – helping people grow in the lifestyle of the kingdom of God
a. Unconditional acceptance

b. Openness

c. Commitment to change

3. Practical ministry

a. Prayer – jobs, family, health, finances

b. Practical help

c. Hospital visits

4. Social activities

5. Visitation

a. Missing members

b. Suffering members

DON’T FORGET YOUR MONTHLY CELL REPORT

The cell report is your opportunity to:
•
Register cell member attendance

•
Record visits made

•
Communicate follow-up information

•
Highlight pastoral issues (and ask for help!)

•
Share testimonies

