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Connect Service Notes
Living Well: Kingdom Principles for a Flourishing (Part 10): Treating Each Other Well

KTLCC | 2PM 8 November 2026
Key Scripture: Colossians 23:18-4:1

Paul's teaching in Colossians reminds us that true spirituality is not merely expressed through prayer, worship,
or theological knowledge. It is revealed in the ordinary relationships of daily life. Having called believers to "put
on the new self" and clothe themselves with Christlike virtues, Paul now shows what this looks like in practice
within the home, workplace, and community. Our discipleship is worked out in how we treat one another.

The Big Idea: Kingdom Relationships Are Marked by Mutual Responsibility

The household instructions in Colossians are not simply about authority structures. They are about mutual
obligations and Christ-centered relationships. While ancient household codes were common in the Greco-
Roman world, Paul's instructions reshape them through the lens of the gospel. Every relationship is brought
under the lordship of Christ. This reflects the wider New Testament vision of Christian community (Romans
12:9-16; Philippians 2:3-4; Ephesians 5:21), where believers are called to humility, service, and mutual care rather
than self-interest or domination. The repeated emphasis is that all these relationships exist "in the Lord." Faith is
tested and demonstrated in everyday interactions. The home becomes one of the primary places where
obedience, worship, and discipleship are formed.

1. Husbands and Wives (3:18-19)

Christian faith transformed the meaning of family relationships. In a culture structured around hierarchy, Paul
introduces a balance of responsibilities. Wives are called to honour their husbands, while husbands are
commanded to love their wives and reject harshness or domination. Elsewhere Paul stresses mutuality, shared
rights, and reciprocal responsibility within marriage (1 Corinthians 7:3-4). The gospel reshapes marriage as a
relationship characterized by love, honour, and service rather than power.

2. Children and Parents (3:20-21)

Again, there is balance. Children are called to obedience, but fathers are warned not to provoke or discourage
their children. Christian parenting is therefore not authoritarian but nurturing. Parents are accountable for
creating an environment in which children can flourish, grow in confidence, and develop faith without losing
heart.

3. Slaves and Masters (3:22-4:1)

Paul addresses both slaves and masters, insisting that both stand under the authority of Christ. Slaves are
encouraged to work sincerely, not merely to gain human approval, but as those serving the Lord. Masters are
commanded to act with justice and fairness, remembering that they too have a Master in heaven.

The gospel introduces accountability for everyone. God shows no partiality, and all people will ultimately
answer to Him. While these instructions did not immediately dismantle existing social structures, they planted
principles that eventually exposed the incompatibility of slavery with the ethics of the Kingdom of God.

Key Implications
e Kingdom living requires balance in relationships.
e Healthy communities are built on mutual obligations and expectations.
e Every relationship must be understood "in the Lord."
e Everyone is accountable to Christ, regardless of position or status.
e Serving Christ is worked out in practical, everyday decisions.
e Daily relationships are one of the primary arenas of spiritual formation.
e We live with an awareness of God's ultimate judgment and reward.
e The question is not merely, "What are my rights?" but "How can | serve Christ here and now?"

Reflection Questions
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1. In which of your key relationships is God calling you to demonstrate greater humility, love, justice, or
mutual responsibility?

2. What would it look like this week to serve Christ more faithfully through your everyday relationships at
home, church, work, or in the community?

Key Takeaway:
The reality of Christ is most clearly seen not only in what we believe, but in how we treat one another. Kingdom
spirituality is lived out in the ordinary relationships of everyday life.



